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MINUTES 

Parks & Recreation Commission 
Regular Meeting July 1,  2015 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, July 1, 2015  

Senior Center Library at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Members in attendance:  Norman Harrison- Chairperson, Robert Nenna- co Chairperson, Mike Hudson, 

Nicole Dallas, Nancy Baude, Margaret Cotnoir, James Diaz-Saavedra, and Willie Quinones  

 

Members Absent: George Potts 

 

City Staff Members Present: Tommie Major- Director of Recreation; Brian Sear- Interim Director of 

Public Works; Marty Olsen- City Council  

 

I. Call to Order 

Norman Harrison called the meeting to order at 6:30PM. 

 

Public Participation   

 Jacqueline is requesting Bates Woods Pavilion #1 for a graduation party on July 26th from 

1:00pm-8:00pm.  She will be grilling on-site and no amplified music.  Bob Nenna, seconded by 

Willie Quinones, made a motion to approve use of Bates Woods.  Motion passed. 

 

 Dawn Harkness of Wheeling City Tours is looking to start a Segway Polo league and is 

requesting to use Caulkins field.  She is also open to other suggests for fields.  Ms. Harkness 

brought in a Segway to show the Commission it’s wide, smooth tires.  The motorized vehicle can 

go up 12.5 mph.  They use padded mallets and a nerf ball.  There is no noise from the Segway 

and there will be no damage to the fields.  There are 5 people on a team so there would be 10 

Seways on the field at one time.  They use goals that are approximately 8’ wide x 5’ high. It is a 

seasonal sport and Ms. Harkness is looking for field space in the evenings from July to October.  

The field does not require markings and needs to be about 200 feet long.   Margaret Cotnoir, 

seconded by Nicole Dallas, made a motion to approve use of Caulkins.  Mike Hudson has 

concerns about using a motorized vehicle on a brand new sod.  This may open up requests for 

other types of motorized vehicles.   Mike thinks we should at least re-evaluate the approval after 

the first game to take a close look at the field.  Motion passed.   

 

 Mary Horrigan and Cindy Nickerson of New England Science and Sailing (NESS) which is an 

ocean adventure program and a non-profit committed to the City of New London.  NESS has 

taken over the NL Community Boating from Carolyn Leuce.  A handout was distributed 

highlighting their partnership.  NESS is in the process of writing a MOU with the NL Recreation 

Department.  The have been partners in BDJMS, the High School, Rec Dept., and even have a 

sailing team at the high school.  Ms. Horrigan is requesting to use Green Harbor Beach in the fall 

for school programs.  Currently, kids are brought to their Stonington location.  NESS is aware of 

fall weather concerns and knows that they will need to get the docks out of the water.  They will 
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have an emergency plan for hurricanes.  Willie Quinones, seconded by Nicole Dallas, made a 

motion to approve use of Green Harbor.  Motion passed.  A round of applause was given to 

Carolyn Leuce for her 18 years of service to the NL Community Boating. 

 

 Venesha Tate is requesting Bates Woods for August 8th for a 1 year old birthday party picnic.  

There will less than 30 people, no bounce house, and no amplified music.  Pavilion #2 is 

available and she will bring a propane grill.  Nancy Baude, seconded by Margaret Cotnoir, made 

a motion to approve use of Bates Woods.  Motion passed. 

 

 Shariymah James is requesting Bates Woods for July 25
th

 for a birthday party.  Pavilion #1 is not 

available so she will take Pavilion #2.  She may have a bounce house.  Bob Nenna, seconded by 

Willie Quinones, made a motion to approve use of Bates Woods.  Motion passed. 

 

 Mark Matson of NL Little League explained that the league is part of District 10 and they are 

playing games out towards Colchester.  The games begin at 5:00pm and players need to arrive 

about an hour before the game which means they have to leave New London just after 3:00pm.  

Mr. Matson is requesting use of the Senior Center buses to transport players.  Lisa Potter knows 

of a certified driver.  They would need it for 2 days next week.  Tommie Major stated that the 2 

smaller buses are State funded for Seniors and are not available.  The large bus is not certified 

therefore cannot be used.   

 

 Juan Cruz is requesting Bates Woods for July 25th for a birthday party.  Pavilions #1 & 2 are 

already taken so he will take Pavilion #3.  There will less than 30 people, no bounce house, and 

no amplified music.  Willie Quinones, seconded by James Diaz-Saavedra, made a motion to 

approve use of Bates Woods.  Motion passed. 

 

 Ryan Patrylak of SECONN Divers is requesting use of Green Harbor Beach on January 1, 2016 

for their annual New Year’s Day dive.  He is a CT EMT and Dive Medic.  Bob Nenna, seconded 

by Margaret Cotnoir, made a motion to approve use of Green Harbor Beach.  Motion passed. 

 

 Karla Mora is requesting Bates Woods Pavilion #1 on August 15
th

 for a small wedding reception.  

There will be less than 40 people and no amplified music.  Margaret Cotnoir, seconded by Nancy 

Baude, made a motion to approve use of Bates Woods.  Motion passed. 

 

 Lee Robinson of Citywide Church is requesting use of Bates Woods Pavilion and grassy area for 

a youth rally (ages 5-11) during the week of July 27-July 31 from 6:30-8:00PM.  They will have 

about 20 chairs, an acostic guitar and banners.  The event is open to the public.  Margaret 

Cotnoir, seconded by Willie Quinones, made a motion to approve use of Bates Woods based 

upon availability.  Motion passed.  Citywide Church would like to repeat the youth rally at Toby 

May Park just beyond the playscape during the week of August 17-August 21.  James Diaz-

Saavedra, seconded by Margaret Cotnoir, made a motion to approve use of Toby May based 

upon availability.  Motion passed.   
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 Len Raymond of St. Francis House is requesting Williams Memorial Park for September 12
th

 

from 10:00am-4:00pm.  They will be having their annual picnic.  Willie Quinones, seconded by 

James Diaz-Saavedra, made a motion to approve use of Williams Memorial Park.  Motion 

passed. 

 

 Charlie King and Mellissa Moffett of Hive Skate Shop are forming a group known as NL Skate 

Park organization.  They are in the process of applying for 501 3C status.  They are looking to 

build a skate park in New London.  A good location is the DOT lot under the bridge.  The Mayor 

also thinks that is a good idea and is willing to speak with State Representatives.  The area is 

17,000 square feet with 21 parking spaces.  Bob Nenna, seconded by Willie Quinones, made a 

motion to support the building of a skate park.  Motion passed.   

 

 Nicolle Castro of Pentecostal Church of God is requesting Fulton Park for July 25th from 

4:00pm-8:00pm for a church function.  They will have amplified music and will bring a 

generator.  Ms. Castro will get a noise permit from the Police Department.  Margaret Cotnoir, 

seconded by James Diaz-Saavedra, made a motion to approve use of Williams Memorial Park.  

Motion passed. 

 

 Mary Ellen Tudesci is requesting Green Harbor Park for Wednesday, July 8
th

 from 3:00-8:00PM 

for a cook-out.  Bob Nenna, seconded by Willie Quinones, made a motion to approve use of 

Green Harbor Park.  Motion passed. 

 

 Kawana Stokes is requesting Bates Woods Pavilion #1 for July 19th for a 16
th

 birthday party.  

They plan to have amplified music and will get a noise permit from the Police Department.  

Nancy Baude, seconded by Mike Hudson, made a motion to approve use of Bates Woods.  

Motion passed. 

 

 Patrick Sheehan-Gaumer is requesting use of Riverside Park amphitheater on July 19
th

 from 

12:00-4:00pm.  He will use the on-site grills.  Willie Quinones, seconded by James Diaz-

Saavedra, made a motion to approve use of Riverside Park.  Motion passed. 

 

 K Quinier is requesting use of Pavilions #1 and #2 at Bates Woods on August 9th.  She plans to 

have amplified music and will get a noise permit from the Police Department.  She will have a 

bounce house which she owns.  She was told she needed liability insurance.  James Diaz-

Saavedra, seconded by Nancy Baude, made a motion to approve use of Bates Woods.  Motion 

passed. 

 

 Margaret Cotnoir, representing the Passero for Mayor Group, is requesting use of Riverside Park 

amphitheater on July 25
th

 for a picnic to meet and greet youth.  Bob Nenna, seconded by Nicole 

Dallas, made a motion to approve use of Riverside Park.  Motion passed.  She is also requesting 

Bates Woods Pavilion #1 for July 18
th

 for the same event.  James Diaz-Saavedra, seconded by 

Nancy Baude, made a motion to approve use of Bates Woods.  Motion passed. 
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II.       Parks 

 Riverside Park Conservancy:  Priscilla Peabody represented and distributed a handout.  They are 

receiving grant money from the CDBG which will be used to replace the fencing.  They will be 

getting bids and will need to prep the wall first.  They will be using the water grant to extend the 

rain garden.  The dog bag stations were vandalized and RPC is in the processing of repairing.  

They do get used often.  With the help of the Boys & Girls Club, they built additional beds in the 

community garden.  They are selling Macy discount passes for $5 as a fundraiser which will 

begin August 29
th

.  A comment was made about how nice Hodges Square looks.  Although, RPC 

is not involved in the Hodges Square project, Priscilla is also a member of that board.  She 

recommended that people stop and say hello to new grocery store in the Square.  It is clean and 

pleasant and they are planning to include a deli and coffee bar.  Jim Diaz commented about a 

patch of Montauk daisies that were located behind the playscape.  The flowers got weed-wacked 

by Public Works and they agreed to replace the flowers.  Mike Hudson wanted to know if the 

Hodges Square group supported the skateboard park.  Priscilla replied that the group is 100% 

behind the effort. Mr.  Hudson’s concern is about the amount of kids that may be hanging 

around.  Priscilla knows that the Groton Skate Park has 30+ kids and do not have any problems.  

Mike doesn’t want to see another park turn into a Fulton Park situation.  The drainage at 

Riverside has still not been addressed. 

 

 Riverside Park Project:  Chad Frost of Kent & Frost Architectures presented the master plan 

for Riverside Park.  Last month, the P & R Commission approved the conceptual plan.  There are 

a few updates and the plan has been broken into phases.  Phase 1 includes the continuation of the 

Winthrop school connection with a stairway about ½ way down, new road ways, a new 

playground, handicap ramp, and monument.  The estimated cost for Phase 1 is $824,313.  The 

City had set aside $900,000 for Riverside.  Phase 2 will continue the stairs, repave roads, 

improve the amphitheater, refurbish basketball courts, and add a lighted boardwalk.  Phase 2 

estimated costs are $1,421,385.  Phase 3 includes the entrance, new roadways, new pavilion, 

continuing the path down towards the water, new bathhouse, hillside slide, mountain bike path, 

and walkway over the tracks.  The overpass is a significant cost.  Phase 3 is estimated at 

$2,941,064.  The existing bathroom is staying but will need to be updated to ADA code.  There 

will be some lighting in the park.  Eventually a decision will be needed about whether to add 

lighting to the roadways going in and out of the Park.  Mr. Hudson wants to avoid vandalism that 

darkness brings and the recently damage dog bag stations is a good example.  Jim wanted know 

what would happen if the Winthrop School project does not proceed.  Chad says that it will not 

affect Phase 1.  Willie Quinones, seconded by Nancy Baude, made a motion to accept Phase 1 of 

the master plan for the Riverside project.  Mike Hudson would like to have a Clerk of the Works 

in place.  Chad thinks that they can address that once the construction starts.  Mr. Nenna 

recommends that the clerk of the works be of a third party, independent of the City and the 

contractor. Motion passed.  Bob Nenna, seconded by Mike Hudson, made a motion to appoint a 

clerk of the works to Phase 1 who is not a City employee and not the contractor.  The clerk of the 

works can make decisions on our behalf as long as funds are there.  Chad said as part of their 

contract as the designer, they will inspect the work periodically.  The clerk of the works would 

oversee the work daily.  Motion passed.   
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 Save Ocean Beach:  Margaret Cotnoir represented; There will be fireworks, performances, and 

a bake sale on July 3
rd

 as they celebrate the 75
th

 anniversary of Ocean Beach and the 20
th

 

anniversary of the Save Ocean Beach group.  They will receive $2000 grant from the water 

company which be used for the employee’s bathroom when the season is over.  There has been 

discussion about the missing clock tower.  Margaret thinks it was taken apart at one time and 

probably thrown out.  They are planning to raise money to create a mini clock tower.   

 

 NL Park Conservancy:  No representative;  Lori did inform the Commission that there is a 

bench being dedicated to mail carrier, John Kellander on July 26
th

.  The Farmer’s Market starts 

July 10
th

.  The new urns are being put in.  It was mentioned that cement trucks are fixing the 

sidewalks and a private contractor is parking on the grass leaving tire marks.  Brian Sear will 

look into it and check that there are no damages to the sprinklers. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes 

 Mike Hudson, seconded by James Diaz-Saavedra, made a motion to approve June’s regular 

meeting minutes.  Motion passed.   

 

IV. Director’s Report  
Recreation 

 Tommie Major distributed reports from the Recreation and Youth Affairs divisions.  Mr. Major 

made a request to use money received from the Sports Complex rental fees to get the fryolator 

cleaned.  Bob suggested we hire someone right away at the end of football season.  Bob Nenna, 

seconded by Mike Hudson, made a motion to approve use of Sports Complex funds for fryolator 

cleaning.  Motion passed.  The pipe to the drinking fountain at the Sports Complex burst and we 

need to know if it was under warranty.  Nancy will check on it.  Tommie is working with Public 

Works to change the lock on the generator so that only certain staff has access to it.  PW, 

Recreation and the school have keys to the building but should not be able to access the 

generator.  Also, locks and chains are continuously being lost.  We may need to figure out a way 

to weld the chains to the fence.  Brian Sear will look into it.  Tommie wanted to make everyone 

aware that the Rec’s basketball coaches have inquired about forming their own council and run a 

league similar to youth football.  Tommie let them know that would need to present the request 

to the P & R Commission.  He will stay involved.  Willie would be interested in knowing if the 

board positions would be opened to the public.  Also, there are track mats still on the track at the 

Sports Complex.  Tommie has emailed the high school asking them to put away equipment.  The 

team rooms are being used as storage and not the trailers.  Sports Complex funds were used to 

move the storage trailer.  Tommie is planning to meet with the school.  Norman thinks a 

committee of representatives should go with Tommie.  Nancy, Margaret, and Nicole are 

interested in attending a meeting with the school.  Perhaps a letter to the coaches concerning the 

upkeep of the field and equipment and copy it to the Principal and Superintendent.  Margaret 

expressed her frustration about this issue.  Mr. Rivera, the new superintendent, would like to 

meet at the end of July.  Tommie informed the Commission that during a Rec Sports Camp in 

June at Nathan Hale, the Rec Dept’s group was blamed for disturbing an art mural.  It was said 
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the kids smudged the pencil outline with their fingers and marked the wall with pencils.  The 

mural was not blocked off and the kids in the program did not have use of writing utensils.  Also, 

Human Resource is involved with the Senior Center.  There are issues with certain groups that 

are in the Senior Center and certain patrons stirring the pot.  Nancy commented that it was nice 

to see so many people taking advantage of swim lessons.  Jim noticed that the P & R 

Commission listing shows that some of the members’ terms have expired.  Lori let them know 

that all the renewal applications went to City Council for approval.   

 

Parks 

 Brian Sear, the interim Director of Public Works was present and a report from Dave Denoia was 

distributed.  About 100 banners for Sailfest were hung throughout the City.  Jim mentioned that 

the grass near the Police Station is extremely long and it is the entrance into the City for Sailfest.  

Brian said that it is scheduled to be cut the next day.  Jim pointed out that Bates Woods is the 

most popular park to have a picnic yet it only has one grill.  Brian noted that 2 grills will be 

installed there after Sailfest.  The Commission asked that the grills be put at each of the other 

two pavilions (#2 & #3).  Mike noticed that the bottom of the foot bridge there seems to be over 

grown bamboo and he thought it was a State law that invasive bamboo has to be removed.  It is 

thought that the growth is not bamboo but Japanese Knotweed and it is everywhere.  Brian will 

look into it.  Jim also noticed that grass is being cut on overtime and yet there is always talk 

about how tight the budget is.  Brian reminded him that they are understaffed and there is a lot of 

pressure to get everything done. 

 

V.   Old Business  

 Sports Complex:  Nancy Baude represented.  There is a work order in for the Knox Box so that 

the gate keys are accessible for emergency personnel.  Somehow the power was off in the Team 

Room and concession stand.  Bob had to reset it.  Someone is getting in.  The fire alarm went off 

but no one showed up.  Bob and Tommie had the lacrosse goals repaired.  Rick Nelson of The 

Racing School volunteered to weld them.  Nenna recommending sending him a thank you note.  

James Diaz-Saavedra, seconded by Willie Quinones, made a motion to send a thank you letter.  

Motion passed.  Tommie, Nancy, and Marty Olsen walked through the Sports Complex last 

week.  Grass was planted near the tennis courts.  The lower fields still has mud.  The contractor 

will be looking at it.  He claims it is the schools’ fault because students are using the hill to 

condition.  Nancy is still looking into the turf company’s maintenance recommendations.  There 

should be a yearly inspection to check the seams.  The contractor thinks that the turf company 

should be checking the seams as part of their contract.  The water fountain froze due to the heater 

not working.  The cleaning of the turf needs to be maintained in a log book.  It should be once or 

twice a month.  It was just cleaned on Saturday.  Over-grooming it causes degradation.  Brian 

said that PW plans to clean it twice a month.  Grooming is invasive.  And yes, it is being logged.  

There is still mud on field #2.  The mud problem needs to be fixed before cleaning the field.  

Brian thinks the quick saturation seems to get the mud going.  Nenna thinks curbing along the 

grass line may fix the problem but then if we fix it, the contractor won’t touch it.  Mike Hudson 

has a solution regarding the equipment being left out.  He thinks Tommie should confiscate it 

and take it to the transfer station and then charge a storage fee to the high school.  But this 

method would create more work for Tommie. Bob thinks the school should use the two storage 
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containers and get their own locks.  They should not be using the team rooms as storage.  Mike 

questioned why graduation was held at the Coast Guard when we have this expensive field.  

Special mats and certain chairs are required to cover the turf for heels and chairs which we do 

not own.  Tommie will meet with Mr. Rivera at the end of July. 

 

VI.   New Business. 

 Segway Polo:  Mike is not in favor of allowing a Segway polo game on Caulkins field.  The 

Segway is a 260lb piece of equipment.  Norman thinks they should be able to play one game and 

then we can re-evaluate the request.  If it is raining, they should not be allowed to use the field.  

Willie and Jim will oversee the field after their first game.     

 

 Bates Woods Concession Stand:  Little League said that the Youth Football league left the 

concession a mess and uniforms got thrown away.  The Youth Football league was using the 

concession as storage.  Tommie will look into it. 

 

 American Legion:  There has been a complaint that the NL American Legion team has only 3 

New London kids and the Jr. Legion is made of all Groton kids.  Bob wanted to know if there are 

enough NL kids trying out.  Nancy suggests they meet with Tom Vivorito. 

 

 Background Check:  There is a committee that goes over the background lists from each league.  

Margaret will schedule a meeting for next week and Lori will gather the lists.   

 

 Basketball League:  Mike Hudson opposes the idea of the basketball coaches forming their own 

league.  Norman has concerns too but he believes they should hear what they have to say. 

 

 Brian Sear was thanked for his continued presence during these meetings.  It is helpful having a 

Parks representative. 

 

VII.    Adjourn 

James Diaz-Saavedra, seconded by Margaret Cotnoir, made a motion to adjourn at 8:53 PM.  

Motion passed. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lori DeLucca 

Recording Secretary   Approved by the Parks & Recreation Commission on _8-5-15 


